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VoL. VI. 


Canapian Cattie Importation. 


In Parliament and in the Press the question of the 
importation of Canadian cattle has recently been dis- 
eussed, but nowhere have we seen it impartially stated. 
The facts are simple. For some time cattle were im- 

rted from Canada and on arrival here were _per- 
mitted to be landed, sold, and moved from place to 
place as healthy animals. Then an animal was dis- 
covered with some pulmonary disease which was 
said by the veterinary advisers of the Board of Agri- 
culture to be contagious pleuro-pneumonia. The 
Board immediately stopped the importation except 
for slaughter.at the port of landing. The Canadian 
authorities denied that the disease was pleuro-pneu- 
monia, and asserted that no such disease existed in 
Canada. Last spring the Board of Agriculture 
decided to allow the importation under special 
arrangements for a time, and all the animals were care- 
fully examined post-mortem to demonstrate whether or 
not any of them presented signs of pleuro-pneumonia. 
The result of this was the discovery of two or three 
lungs which the veterinary advisers decided were affect- 
ed with pleuro-pneumonia. The Canadian authorities 
protested that the diagnosis was erroneous, and again 
asserted Canada’s perfect freedom from disease. 

This year the Board of Agriculture have again 
decided to specially examine all animals landed, and 
if they are found free from disease to admit them for 
store purposes. This examination will soon com- 
mence, and upon the result depends the course to be 
taken during the summer months when cattle are 
shipped from Canada. 

Mr. Herbert Gardner's decision is apparently a fair 
one, and we cannot see what other course he could 
have taken. His veterinary advisers assert that 
pleuro-pneumonia has been found in four or five 
animals imported from Canada, and if they are right 
it is clearly necessary that no animals should be ad- 
mitted here from an infected country. It is no use 
having expert advisers if their opinion is not accepted, 
but their opinion should be rigorously verified. On 


the other hand the Canadian Government asserts that | 


it has made the most searching enquiry over the whole 
Dominion and failed to discover any trace of con-| the impasse is to test the contagious nature by 
is can 


tagious lung disease. _It has also enforced the most 
stringent regulations upon the admission of cattle 
over its frontier from the United States. This fron- 
tier is a very long one, but a large portion of its 
eastern extremity is a wide water boundary over 
which smuggling is impossible, and the greater por- 
tion of the land boundary is west of Chicago, beyond 
which city pleuro-pneumonia has not been seen even 
in the United States. 
In ordinary years our home requirements for store 


cattle are almost quite provided for by home breeders } 


| 


bad one for breeders of stock and now we are short 
of ‘stores’ in England and Scotland. If the Canadian 
cattle are free from “ pleuro"” they would be a 
valuable acquisition, but if they are likely to infect 
our home supply their importation should be strictly 
prohibited. The question then is a simple one—are 
the cattle of Canada infected with pleuro-pneumonia 
or are they likely to become infected from admixture 
of diseased animals from the United States? The 
answer of Canada is that they positively have no 
‘“‘pleuro”’ in the Dominion, and that it cannot enter 
from the United States without detection. The evi- 
dence that Canada is free from disease is over- 
whelming, unless we are to adopt the theory that the 
Dominion Government has deliberately determined 
to deceive us, and that all their officials are stupidly 
ignorant or wilfully deceptive. The regulations 
framed to protect Canada against a leakage of disease 
over the United States boundary are also such as to 
effectually guard against this possibility. The ecru- 
cial test, however, is to kill and examine all Canadian 
cattle for a length of time necessary to ensure a 
demonstration of their healthiness on landing here. 
If a series of cargoes stand the test of post-mortem 
examination we may be sure that no contagious 
disease is prevalent, and that the supplies of Canada 
may be usefully and safely received here. 

So far we have dealt with clear issues, but unfor- 
tunately the crucial test is liable to error, and we see 
no provision made to meet this difficulty. The 
cases of disease discovered last year were diagnosed 
by the Board of Agriculture as pleuro-pneumonia, 
but were asserted by other authorities to be a pul- 
monary affection different and distinct from that 
disease. Similar cases may be expected again and 
similar diversity of views will arise. Who is to 
decide the question? The Board of Agriculture will 
act upon the decision of their advisers, and the con- 
troversy will not be any nearer a solution. No 
mere ipse dixit of experts can settle the disputed 
pathology, and no microscopical examinations of 
lesions in which a specific organism is absent can 
prove or disprove contagion. ‘The point to be settled 
is—is this disease contagious? The only way out of 


absolute contact of healthy animals. 

done by the British Government placing a few 
healthy bulloéks in the lairs through which the 
Canadian animals must pass. At the end of the 
season, when these animals have been many weeks 
in contact with Canadian importations from every 
cargo landed, we should possess a perfect test of the 
presence or absence of contagious lung disease 
amongst Canadian cattle. No other proceeding will 
do justice to Canada and to Britain. Dare the Board 
of Agriculture rest their case on this simple and 


and Irish importation. Last year was an unusually | definite test ? 
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CASES AND ARTICLES 


RETENTION OF F@TAL MEMBRANES AND 
SEPTIC LAMINITIS. 
By Aurrep Over, M.R.C.V.5. 


When the membranes are retained longer than 
half a day I find a little manipulation is of advantage, 
as if membranes do not then come away it often gives 
them such a start that on paying your next visit you 
find they have been ejected. If after twenty-four 
hours they are still retained I should endeavour to 
remove them, and if necessary, after smearing hand 
and arm with carbolised oil, introduce hand and 
separate membranes quietly from their attachments. 
When much force appears requisite and the mare is 
fairly well I defer removal for another 12 or 24 
hours, but if she is going amiss, would then remove 
all I well could. In some instances I find it impossi- 
ble to remove all ; generally portions included in the 
horns are out of reach. After 24 hours retention I 
would wash out the uterus with about two gallons of 
warm water containing some antiseptic, and if mare 
is uneasy, a few ounces of tr. opii. The irrigations 
may be repeated morning and night for few times, 
but when the membranes have come away one or 
two will suffice, and in most instances ward off 
serious consequences. 

One case I may detail briefly. At 7 p.m. a cart mare 
had foaled about 30 hours previously, had cleansed, 
but small portions were still left in uterus, and there 
was evidently absorption of the poisonous products. 
Mare sweating, respirations very quick, pulse 100, 
temp. 107, membranes much injected and dirty 
looking, and mare very uneasy on both fore feet. I 
washed out the uterus, removed the bits of decom- 
posing membranes, gave ether nit. and liq. cinch. 
ext. and poulticed her feet. 

9 a.m. Mare comparatively bright, head up, feed- 
ing a little, membranes of a nice pink colour, pulse 
60, and temp. 103, was lamer on her feet, continued 
poulticing, had her led about every now and then, 
washed out uterus again and repeated medicine. At 
night much improved. 

Next day improvement continued and she was soon 
convalescent. So satisfied have I been with irrigation 
in these cases that I look upon medicine as quite 
secondary. 

I know that it is the custom of many practitioners 
to pump water into the uterus, but I have found that 
many mares are unable to expel the fluid again, con- 
sequently the poison in the womb still remains 
although ina more diluted and perhaps less harmful 
state. The difficulty I for a long time experienced 
was the removal of the fluid, and as I am not aware 
of anyone else adopting the same or any other com- 
petent means of doing so, I give details in the hope 
that they may be of service to some of my fellow 
country practitioners, who have valuable studs to 
attend.. 

Mope or Irrigation. 


- Reid’s or any other pump, with about nine feet of 
good sound tubing, composition or india-rubber is 


what I use ; and I prefer a metal bulb to the long 
wooden pipe. I pass my hand well into the uterus, 
keep hold of the pipe till the end is well buried in the 
water, which can easily be told by moving the 
finger ends about. Still keeping the end of pipe in 
my hand I direct an assistant to take the pump out 
of bucket and raise it a good height above the level 
of water in the womb, and then unscrew the tube. 
from the pump. This will convert the tube into a 
syphon and you may then empty the fluid contents 
of the womb inte a bucket and have it carried away 
from the stable. One important thing I would call 
particular attention to in exhausting is to keep 
the end of the pipe within the hand, letting the fiuid 
pass between the fingers, or the suction will cause 
the womb to block up the holes in the pipe. | With- 
draw very steadily until the fluid is all drawn off, the 
womb will contract and follow the hand very closely 
as it is being emptied. Reversing the action of the 
pump will not do without the end of pipe is guarded 
as above. The 6ft. of tubing usually sent with 
pumps is much too short, and to anyone about to 
order a pump I would recommend 9ft. of tubing. 


THE SPONTANEITY OF GLANDERS. 
By Epwarp G. Jounson, M.R.C.V.S., Sheffield. 


Whether glanders is capable of spontaneous origin 
is, and has been, a much debated point. In this. 
necessarily brief article (for just now I have not time 
to go into the matter) it is not my intention to do 
anything more than record an outbreak which has 
just come under my notice which strongly indicates. 
that it is of spontaneous origin—although, of course, 
it is possible that there may be some hidden explana- 
tion. 

About a fortnight before Easter my assistant, who 
was attending cases ata colliery about 12 miles out 
from Sheffield, found an aged pony suffering 
from off eruption on the inside of its legs and 
over different parts of the body which looked 
suspicious of farcy. He found no ulceration 
in nostrils then, but noticed some small, bright red, 
angry looking spots. I told him to watch it closely 
and have it isolated etc. During the following week 
the spots became, ulcers, and on Good Friday I had 
the pony brought up for my inspection with the 
advantage of daylight. I found what was obviously 
strongly suspicious of glanders and farcy, andordered 
the pony to be destroyed and buried, and every pre- 
caution to be taken. Now I should have advised re- 
porting the case to the Local Authority at once, but 
it really seemed incredible that it could be glanders 
when one considered the history of the case, which 
was as follows':—There are three pits at this place 
—one a mile and a-half from the other two—at one 
of which latter the case occurred. There is no com- 
munication between either of the two main pits, 
where there are about 140 horses and ponies, and the 
one where the case was: and in this one there were 
only seven ponies. This pit is 267 yards deeper than 
the others (about 600 yards altogether). Thesé 
seven ponies keep entirely to themselves, and I have 
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‘‘ doctored ’’ the lot for 16 years and we have had no 
glanders. No new ponies have gone into this pit 
for a long time, and there has been nothing of the 
kind on the surface that I am aware of. 

Strange to say about 18 years ago there was an 
outbreak of glanders in the pit adjoining, traced to 
obstructed ventilation, and 19 horses had to be shot. 
Some will say ‘that has something to do with this 
outbreak ’’ but against that, the disease has not 
broken out in that pit but in a deep pit only recently 
sunk, and the ventilation etc. is excellent and entirely 
to itself. With this history and not another case, I 
decided to wait and watch for confirmation. All 
went on well for nearly a fortnight during which I 
kept up rigid restrictions when, quite suddenly, 
another old pony became ill in exactly the same way 
—showing a large number of farcy buds, with all the 
characteristic signs of farcy and glanders. This 
case was reported, and as Inspector for the Local 
Authority I was called in, and was able to confirm 
matters by post-mortem examination etc. The other 
five ponies are still isolated and show no signs of the 
Misease, 

The interesting points are, I think, the sudden 
appearance of the disease in a typical and virulent 
form under fairly good hygienic conditions without 
a sign of contagion, and further, the remarkably 
rapid development of symptoms within so short a 
period. It is my intention to make further investi- 
gation into the matter, and should I find anything 
interesting I will report to you. In the meantime 
someone may like to compare notes. | 


THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COUNCIL. | 


It may be of use to members of the profession to 
have before them an analysis of the Council which 
I have prepared. Ido not wish to infer that every 
geographical division of the country should directly 
nominate a member from amongst its residents, but 
I fear that some divisions do not take as much 
interest as others. I notice that age, talents, social 
position, attendance or zeal not seem to be the features 
which lead to election, and if all that is wanted be 
respectability I see no reason why each district should 
~ not put forth its claims and select its best man. The 
Veterinary Medical Societies seem this year to be less 
active than usual, but it is to be hoped that this shows 
not carelessness so much as contentment. [ven 
contentment is dangerous, and may lead to apathy, 
There is necessary work todo and many important 
matters to attend to. The present Council is cer- 
tainly not one of all the talents, and it would be sad 
indeed if the profession allowed its representative 
body to consist largely of mediocrities. The follow- 
ing is the analysis I have made :— 


‘The Schools 6 McCall, Williams, Shave, Walley, 
McFadyean, Penberthy. 


The Army 8 Raymond, Oliphant, MitzWygram. 
London 8 Wragg, Mulvey, Hunting. 
Ireland 1 Hedley. 

_N.E.Counties 5 Nisbet, Elphick, Hunter, Peele, 


Mason. 


N.W.Counties 5 Lawson, Faulkner, Thompson, 

Kidd, 
Midland __,, 
Southern ,, 5 


2 Hartley, Trigger. 
Simpson, Wheatley, Edgar, 
Barford, Fraser. 
Scotland, Wales, Eastern and Western Counties 
send NONE. 
The names in italics are retiring but eligible 
for re-election. 


ON THE PATHOGENESIS OF TETANUS. 
By M. Teyssanprer. 
(Coneluded from page 596.) 


THF DANGERS ARISING FROM THE FLESH AND CARCASES 
OF TETANIC ANIMALS, 


To examine critically the statement that ‘ the 
flesh of tetanic animals may be eaten with impunity,” 
it seems to me necessary first to ascertain if the 
bacilli can be found in the blood and muscular tissues 
of tetanic subjects. Certain experimenters have 
claimed to have shown the presence of divers bacilli 
in the blood ; other have seen there, but more rarely, 
the bacillus of Nicolaier, which is considered the veri- 
table, if not the only, infectious agent of the 
malady. 

There are two principal considerations which it is 
necessary here to take into account. +The first is 
that the examination of virulent matter always 
briags to light a variable but fair number of different 
bacilli, amongst which that of Nicolaier is notably 
constant and abundant. ‘This variety is found even 
in the most carefully prepared cultures, so that one 
may well question if there are several specific 
microbes for tetanus or only one. Some of the later 
experimenters have, indeed, gone so far as to say 
that they have obtained absolutely pure cultures 
which contained only the bacillus of Nicolaier. 

A second consideration is that most authors recog- 
nise that the bacillus of Nicolaier is polymorphous. 
It is not, therefore, unreasonable to think that those 
who have described bacilli differing in form from this 
latter have simply seen the bacillus of Nicolaier in 
different phases of evolution. What goes to confirm 
this opinion is that these different bacilli have proved 
tetanic both before and after culture in the same 
degree as the bacillus of Nicolaier. 

Let us now examine the experiments upon which 
it has been affirmed that tetanus bacilli are in the 
blood. 

Ferrari, a few hours before the death of a woman 
from tetanus, after ovariotomy, punctured a finger, 
and made cultures on gelatine and agar. From 
these cultures he was able to produce tetanus by in- 
oculation in rabbits and guinea pigs. These cultures 
showed micro-organisms, anvrobic and in the form 
of staphylococci, but not the bacillus of Nicolaier. 

Brower (Chicago), also Curtis, established the 
presence of micro-organisms 1n the blood of patients 
suffering from traumatic tetanus. 

Lampiasi described a polymorphous organism, and 
from his work drew the conclusion that from the blood 
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of men and animals affected, even those inoculated 


_ artificially, pure cultures can easily be raised. 


Belfanti and Pescarolo have also described a 
tetanic microbe which they proved by cyltures and 
inoculations. 

Turning now to the bacillus of Nicolaier, Hoch- 
singer, Vanni, and Giaré have found this bacillus in 
the blood. Nicolaier and Rosembach have seen it in 
the sciatic nerve and in the marrow; the latter, who 
fully acknowledges the spread of the bacillus in the 
organism, has demonstrated generalisation in six per 
cent. of the cases. Brieger proved, in the amputated 
arm of a workman, the presence of numbers of the 
bacillus of Nicolaier and its toxines, notably te- 
tanine. 

M. M. Sanchez Toledo and A. Veillon made more 
exclusive experiments. They wrote :—‘‘ That some 
bacilli pass into the blood during the life of the 
animal is assured ; and at what stage this takes place 
is the problem that we set ourselves to solve. A 
number of white rats were inoculated at the extre- 
mity of the tail, which was afterwards amputated 
close to the body by means of the thermo-cautery. 


In one of them the amputation was made one hour 


after inoculation, and the others at intervals of one 
hour up to 20 hours after inoculation. All these 
animals died with typical tetanus at periods varying 
from 24 hours to three days; those from which the 
tail was removed latest dying first. 


‘From 12 to 24 hours after death inoculations were 
made under the skin of fresh animals with blood 
from the heart and portions of liver and spleen taken 
from these dead animals with due precautions as to 
purity. The result of this experiment was that 
material taken froza the rats of which the tails were 
taken off at from one to 14 hours after inoculation 
possessed no tetanic virulence, but only that taken 
from some of the rats where the amputation was 15, 
18, 20 hours after inoculation, that is to say a few 


‘hours before death, produced tetanus in the animals 


inoculated.” 

Moreover, on examining the wound of these latter, 
we always found there the bacilli of Nicolaier, prov- 
ing that the disease resulted from the inoculation of 
the bacillus itself, and not merely the toxines in the 
material inoculated. 

‘‘These proofs not only support the statement 
that the bacillus of tetanus can pass into the general 
circulation, but they show that this passage is only 
effected within the 24 hours preceding death. 

‘‘When we employed material taken from the 
dead body of a tetanic animal, whether at a longer 
or shorter interval after death, we succeeded almost 
always in producing tetanus; and the longer the 
time of the death the more numerous were the posi- 
tive results from these inoculations.” 

These facts go to confirm the observation of 
Brieger, and in all points agree with what is known 
of the pathogenesis of charbon. 

I have said at the commencement of this paper 
that I would not assert a positive conclusion ; | will 
content myself with reminding you that the digestive 
tract absorbs the virus under certain conditions; 
that the virus is not destroyed by the gastric or intes- 
tinal secretions; and in conclusion I will cite the 


case reported by Betoli in 1859 which has been re- 
produced by most writers who have studied tetanus. 
In Brazil a bull died in horrible convulsions from 
tetanus following castration. Although it was 
ordered that the carcase should be buried several 
slaves ate portions of it surreptitiously and imme- 
diately afterwards one of them presented himself 
showing terribly all the symptoms of severe tetanus, 
to which he succumbed rapidly. Two days later 
another of them displayed the same symptoms and 
died in 48 hours. The same day a companion of 
these two was attacked but not so severely. 

Betoli goes on to remark that scarcely any 
physicians admit the fact, yet the transmissibility 
from bovines to man is recognised in Brazil, and 
that the sheperds of Rio Grande, of the Argentine 
Confederation and of the grazing grounds of Uruguay 
have known it from times long past, and whenever a. 
head of cattle dies from spames, as they call it here, 
it is avoided as rigorously as though it were a case of 
anthrax. 

I may here be permitted to quote one of the con- 
clusions that Dr. Guelpa has placed following his 
researches on the pathogenesis of tetanus ‘‘ The flesh 
of tetanic animals both on account of the micro- 
organisms that it may contain, and of the toxines 
that it certainly does contain, should be banished 
absolutely from commerce. This point in hygiene 
which has hitherto been neglected, must be carefully 
considered in the future; for we know now by the 
experiments of Bonome, of Brieger, and of Flugge. 
that the bacillus of Nicolaier, more resistant than 
almost all other micro-organisms, bears a tempera- 
ture of 100 degrees (boiling point) without losing its. 
vitality.” 

M. Teyssandier then goes on to cite at length 
other cases and authorities in favour of his views; 
several of the more important of them from the work 
of Prof. Verneuil and others from Italian and Ger- 
man workers, and points out that the regulation of 
the puplic abattoir approved by the Municipal Coun- 
cilof Venice 31st July, 18938, places tetanus under 
the heading of infectious diseases and authorises the 
seizure of meat, whereas under the Italian decree of 
August, 1890, the use of the flesh of tetanic animals 
was permitted under certain limitations. 

From La Presse Vétérinaire. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The Annual Meeting of the Association was held at 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 10 Red Lion 
Square, Holborn, on April 12th, Mr. J. F. Simpson 
(President) in the Chair. 


CoNFIRMATION OF MINUTEs. 


On the motion of Mr. J. D. Barrorp seconded by Mr. 
£. Wuittey Baker, the minutes of last meeting were 


confirmed and signed. 
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Lerrer From Mr. 


The Szcorerary (Mr. C. Pack) said that at the last 
meeting it was suggested that a letter of condolence 
should be sent to Mr. Blake of Bournemouth, sympathis- 
ing with him in the action brought against him by the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Auimals, 
and accordingly a letter was written to Mr. Blake. He 

the Secretary) had since received a reply from Mr. 
lake acknowledging the letter and thanking the 
Association for their sympathy. 
Lerrers oF APoLoey. 


The PResipentT said that letters of apology had been 
received from Sir Henry Simpson and Mr. Ingersoll, 
who regretted their inability to attend the meeting. 
Capt. Raymond had also written to the same effect, and 
stated that as there was a probability of his going on 
foreign service shortly he wished to tender his resig- 
nation. 

TREASURER’s Report. 

The TrEasuRER (Mr. C. Pack) then read the balance 
‘Sheet for the year ending 1893, from which it appeared 
that the income during the year amounted to £27 13 6, 
and the expenditure £19 5 3, leaving a credit balance of 
£8 8 3. 

On the motion of Mr. J. D. Barrorp, seconded by 
Mr. H. Reprorp the balance sheet as presented was 
adopted. 

MancuHester Benevotent Sociery, 

The PrResIpENT read a letter from the Secretary of the 
Central Veterinary Medical Society stating that at a 
meeting of their society held on 1st February, it was 
resolved “ that the Manchester Benevolent and Defence 
Society should be asked whether they were prepared to 
consent to an alteration of its basis with a view of 
separating the benevolent from the defence objects of 
the Society, conditional on the accession of a large 
number of members, and that the maximum available 
for defence purposes should be unlimited.” The Cen- 
tral Veterinary Society wished the matter to be put 
before the members of the Southern Counties Associa- 
tion, so that their views might be ascertained. The 
President said he wouid be glad to hear the opipions of 
the members. No doubt it had been found in practice 
that so long as the defence and benevolent funds were 
combined the defence frequently failed for fear of en- 
croaching on the funds of the benevolent section. 

Mr. E. Wuittey Baker wished to know whether the 
suggestion to separate the two objects emanated from 
the Manchester Benevolent and Defence Society. 

The PrestpEnt :—No. 

Mr. E. Wuirtey Baker said it seemed to him that 


the Society were in a better position to judge in this’ 


matter than mere outsiders, and it was only right that 
the views of the Society should be ascertained before any 
support was given to the views of the Central Veterinary 
Association. 

The Secretary said that he had invited Mr. Hurndall, 
who he believed first broached the matter at the Central 
Veterinary Association, to be present that day but he 
had not arrived. He was sorry, as no doubt he could 
have given them information on many points they would 
like to know about. He (Mr. Pack) was under the im- 
pression that Mr. Hurndall had been in communication 
with the Manchester Society, and a letter from Mr. 
Greaves had appeared in The Record from which it ap- 
peared that they were not desirous of separating the two 
departments. He believed that they went so tar at the 
Central” as to suggest starting another similar society 
if the Manchester Society did not see their way to carry 
out their wishes, and the circular letter received from 
the “ Central” was simply sent to get the views of mem- 
bers of other societies and to know what support they 
would receive if they started another society. 


Professor AxE said that no doubt the action of The 
Central would bring an answer from the Manchester 
Society as to whether they would adopt the suggestion 
or not, and if they did not accept it they oon give 
reasons for it. 

The Prestpent said that as they had such a small 
meeting he did not think they were justified in taking 
any action, and he would ask the Secretary to reply to 
that effect. 

New Memper. 


Mr. SpurGeon of Southampton was elected a member 


of the Association. 
REsIGNATIONS. 


The Secretary said that he had received letters from 
Mr. Ingersol] and Mr. Perey Gregory resigning their 
membership. 

Execrion oF Orricers. 


Mr. J. D. Barrorp proposed Mr, Goodall be the 
President for the ensuing year. 

Mr. H. Reprorp seconded the motion, which was 
unanimously carried. 

On the motion of the President seconded by Mr. 
Baker, Mr. J. W. Barford was elected a Vice-President. 
On the motion of the Secretary seconded by Mr. J. D. 
Barford, Professor Edgar was elected a Vice-President. 
Mr. Baker proposed and the Secretary seconded Mr. F. 
E. Knott as a Vice-President which was jcarried. On 
the motion of the Secretary seconded by Mr. Baker 
Mr. J. F. Simpson was elected a Vice-President. 

The PrestpEnt said he had much pleasure in propos- 
ing Mr. Pack as Secretary of the Association. The 
duties of the Secretary had not been altogether pleasant, 
owing to the financial condition of the Association, but 
he trusted they had now got into smoother waters, that 
there would be an accession of new members and that 
the old members would take a greater interest in the 
progress of the Association than they had done during 
the last three or four years. 

Mr. J. D. Barrorp seconded the proposal. 

Mr. C. Pack said that it was rather a misfortune of 
the Secretary that he was not more in touch with the 
members. He was rather a long way off and possibly if 
they had a secretary who was more in touch with the 
majority of the members they would get better meetings. 

The PrestpEnt said that there was a lack of interest 
in the Association. They had some very good papers 
but they conld not get the members to attend to discuss 
them. He thought they could not have a better Secre- 
tary than Mr. Pack. 

On the motion being put to the meeting Mr. Pack 
was unanimously elected. 

The PresipENT said the next business was the election 
of a treasurer. Some years ago it was thought desirable 
that the secretary should hold that office and as Mr. 
Pack had acted as treasurer during the last year he 
thought they could not do better than re-elect him, 

The motion was seconded by Mr. H. Redford and 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Pack thanked the members for their expression 
of confidence iu re-electing him Secretary and Treasurer. 
Puace or Next Meerina. 

On the motion of Mr. H. Reprorp seconded by the 
SgorETARY, Southampton was fixed as the place of the 
next meeting, to be held on Thursday, 28th June. 

Paper By Proressor Axe on ANTHRAX.” 

The Presipent:—I have now much pleasure in ask- 
ing Professor Axe to address us. He has very kindly 
consented to come forward at short notice and I must at 
the outset apologise for the small attendance of members, 

Professor Ax :—Mr. President and Gentlemen, the 


ter portion of this paper was read a short time ago 
et the armers’ Club in a but I apprehend that 
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it will not be the less acceptable on that account. It 
contains some suggestions which, I think, are worthy 
of being discussed by a scientific body ; it does not pre- 
tend to deal, except in a small degree, with the patho- 
logical aspect of anthrax, but rather to view anthrax 
foom a sanitary point. It aims rather at prevention 
than at enunciating any new theory with regard to the 
causation of the disease. 

(An abstract of the paper appeared in our issue of 
February 24th, see p. 476.) 

The Presipent :—I shall be glad now to hear any 
— on the subject uf the paper which we have just 

eard, 

Mr. SinatetTon :—Mr. President, and Gentlemen, it 
would be difficult, indeed impossible for me to suppress 
my feelings at present— feelings which simply amount to 
a very great debt of gratitude to Professor Axe for the 
valuable paper he has given us on anthrax. To Pro- 
fessor Axe undoubtedly belongs the high honour of 
being the first in this country to demonstrate the cause 
of anthrax, a fact of which the veterinary profession may 
well be proud. Biologists describe the anthrax bacillus 
as a facultative parasite ; that is to say, it possesses the 
property either of carrying out its whole existence as a 
saprophyte or of carrying on part of its existence as a 
parasite. Professor Axe has told us that bacteriologists, 
with Koch at their head, have demonstrated the im- 
portant fact that neither in the living animal or the un- 
opened carcase can the anthrax bacillus form spores. 
Sporulation can only take place at a temperature of 24 
to 26 centigrade, and the bacteriologist can transfer the 
bacillus from the culture tube to another, and another, 
and another, until at last the bacillus instead of causing 
death confers immunity. That this attenuation occurs 
naturally is very probable. Another important matter 
has recently been discovered: Lominsky—a foreign 
bacteriologist, experimenting with the bacillus of typhoid, 
anthrax, and staphylococcus pyogenes aureus inoculated 
plants, and among others a plant called agopanthus, 
belonging to the natural order lilliaces, a yarden plant, 
once indigenous to Africa but now grown in England in 
gardens ; the anthrax bacillus flourished and produced 
spores in this plant, not only at the seat of inoculation 
but in other parts of the plant. This is of very great 
practical importance to us as it may account for alimen- 
tary infection in cattle. As to compulsory slaughter of 
contact cattle I am not, with our present knowledge, 
prepared to question the wisdom of doing so. 

Mr. Reprorp :—I am sure all the members will agree that 
we have listened to a very admirable paper, and there are 
very few points on which I disagree with Professor Axe. 
The day before yesterday I was talking to a gentleman 
who was at the head of the Agricultural Department in 
India. He told me that they do not thrash the corn or 
grain out there, but that they turn beasts into the yard 
and let them tread on the corn and thrash it in that way. 
The animals might be very ill while in the act of doing 
this, but they are not stopped so long as they are able to 
walk. The same gentleman told me that during last year 
nearly fifteen thousand beast died from anthrax. With 
regard to the soil I am hardly at one with Professor Axe 
because I think although around Winchester we have a 
very thin layer of clay, where we have anthrax our soil is 
really a chalk one. With regard to the susceptibilities 
to anthrax my experience is that-fat beasts are more sus- 
ceptible than lean, and that young animals are far more 
susceptible than old ones. I may say that | do not think 
a wound is always necessary to the reception of the virus. 
With the last speaker, | think compulsory slaughter—of 
course ac great expense to the country—must certainly 
mitigate a great spread of the disease, and [ also think 
with him that the excreta and so on from an animal 
which has been traversing a big pasture if left to go on 
must rapidlly increase the chances of the spread. I quite 


agree with Prof. Axe in his remarks with regard to prussic 
acid, but recently when I had to slaughter 120 beasts I 
did not really know how | should have managed it if I had 
adopted that method. It certainly is the right thing to 
do, but I found that by shooting them—if you do not get 
too close to them—their hides being so thick, you get 
very little blood from them. 

The Present said that two of their members would 
shortly be leaving, and as the paper was a most interest- 
ing one, and there were only a few members present he 
would suggest that the discussion be adjourned to the 
meeting at Southampton. 

The SzcretTary said that he thought it was hardl 
fair that so large a subject should be discussed at so small 
a meeting, because there were no doubt many absent 
members who would like to take part in it. He would 
propose that the discussion be adjourned to the next. 
meeting. 

Mr. E. Wuitsy Baker said that he agreed with the 
President and Mr. Pack that the subject was one which 
required to be thoroughly threshed out, and he thought. 
that they would benefit themselves aud other members. 
of the profession by adjourning the discussion. There 
were many points of interest that he would like to bring 
forward, but it would be better to wait until the next 
meeting, and no doubt it would be an inducement to get 
a larger attendance of members. He had much pleasure 
in seconding the proposal. 

The motion was unanimously agreed to. 

The PRrEsIDENT said that before the meeting was termi- 
nated he felt that he would be expressing the wish of the 
members in proposing a vote of thanks to Prof. Axe, 
thanking him for the trouble he had taken in coming 
forward at so short notice and reading such an interest- 
ing paper. He thought that if they entirely depended: 
upon their own members for assistance in that direction: 
they would come off very badly, and they had to rely on 
such eminent men as Prof. Axe when they could not get: 
the assistancs of an ordinary member of the association. 
He was very glad that they had decided to adjourn the: 
discussion, because he thought the paper read by Prof.. 
Axe would open up for them new lines of thought. 
Speaking for himself he had had very little experience of. 
the disease, because he lived in a locality where anthrax. 
had not been heard of for many years. One could not 
tell, however, how soon the disease might be introduced’ 
into a lgtality, because reference had been made to the- 
possibility that the disease might be developed in grasses, 
and be conveyed in the form of foreign hay. He had uo 
doubt that all the various matters touched on would be- 
thoroughly discussed by the members at Southampton. 
He would once more thank Prof. Axe for his extremely 
valuable paper. 

Mr. Barrorp said he had great pleasure in seconding 
the proposal. He agreed with the President that their 
meetings would fall off very considerably if it were not 
for their friends coming amongst them from time to 
time, and enlightening them on such interesting and in- 
tricate subjects. There was no class of disease which 
was more intricate or more important to them as veteri- 
nary surgeons, forsuch diseases spread amongst themselves. 
There was 4 very painful instance of it in the case of his 
friend oa ‘his right (Mr. H. Redford) who had nearly lost 
his life through-the disease. Fortunately, he was now 
restored but he had been snatched almost from the jaws. 
of death. They could not therefore to too thankful when 
such matters were ventilated and brought forward for 
discussion, and they were reminded of the various ways 
in which the disease was communicated from one to 
the other. 

The SEecrETaRY had great pleasure in supporting the 
proposition. It was not the first time Professor Axe 
had obliged the Association. Some little time ago he 


had read a paper on “ Glanders,” and they then a- 
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very large number of influential members of the pro- 
fession present to discuss the paper—in fact it was the 
largest meeting they had ever had. 

The vote was carried by acclamation. 

Prof. AxE in returning thanks said that it always gave 
him very great pleasure to lend his aid to an institution 
of that kind. He congratulated both himself and the 
Association on the fact that the meeting had been 
adjourned because there were points in the paper which 
he would like to hear discussed by practical minds, and 
he felt therefore that both the paper and those who took 
part in the discussion would benefit by the adjourn- 
ment. The idea which one man formed was essentially 
a“‘one man” idea. There might be matters brought 
forward in the discussion which would materially modify 
his conceptions. For these reasons he was glad that the 
discussion had been adjourned, and he trusted on the 
next occasion of their meeting that they would be 
numerically stronger if not more intellectually ad- 
vanced. 

The SECRETARY proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. J. F. 
Simpson, the retiring president. He said that he had 
performed his duties during the last two years in a very 
able manner, and he felt sure he would be expressing 
the wishes of the members in proposing that they should 
return him very hearty thanks. 

Mr. H. Reprorp seconded the motion, which was car- 
ried unanimously. 

Mr. E. Wuirsy '‘aKER said he would like to propose 
a very hearty vote of thanks to their energetic secretary. 
During the past year or so he had no doubt had a very 
unpleasant task to perform but he had filled the position 
in a very able manner. 

The Presipent said he was in a better position than 
anyone else to know the amount of work which had 
fallen on Mr. Pack and the manner in which that work 
had been carried wut, and he had much pleasure in 
seconding the proposition. He had some doubts as to 
whether Mr. Pack would again take office, but he was 
glad he had accepted the position. He begged, at the 
same time, to thank the members for having proposed a 
vote of thanks to him for acting as president during the 
paet two years. He did not think he had missed a meet- 
ing during the time he was president. He was com- 
pelled to say that he had been disappointed on many 
occasions at the attendance of members, and he was very 
disappointed that they had such a small attendance on 
that occasion when such an interesting and attractive 
paper had been placed on the agenda for discussion. 

The vote of thanks to Mr. Pack was carried by accla 
mation, and he having briefly responded the meeting 
terminated. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT 


Katract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice. 


F. W. Wilson, M.R.C.V.S., to be Vet.-Lieut., 
in succession to Vet.-Major Healey, retired. 

HonouraBLe Company or Lonpon :— 
David Robert Craig Tenant, gent., to be Veterinary- 
Lieutenant. Dated 21st April, 1894. 

Mippitesex Yxromanry Cavaury, (Duke or Can- 
BRIDGE’s Hussars) :—Vet.-Lieut. J. . Jarvis resigns 
his commission. Dated 27th April, 1894. 

Vet.-Lieut. Colonel W. A. Russell arrived from 
India 24th inst., on completion of tenure of office of 
Principal Veterinary Officer in India, and will take 


up the duties of District Veterinary Officer, Woolwich. 

Vet.-Major J. Kettle has been transferred from 
London to Woolwich. 

Vet.-Major R. Rowe has been transferred from 
Woolwich to London. 

Vet.-Captain D. C. Pallin arrived from India on 
the 24th inst., on six months’ sick leave of absence. 

Vet.-Captain E. E. Bennett arrived from Egypt, 
and has been posted to the 4th Hussars at Aldershot 
for duty. 

Vet.-Captain J. Finlayson arrived from Egypt on 
four months’ leave of absence. 


Tue Verertmnary Department in 


It is understood—says The Army and Navy Gazette— 
that Vet.-Major W.S. Adams, of the Remount De- 
partment, is in the running for the post of Inspector- 
General, Civil Veterinary Department about to be 
vacated by the retirement of Vet.-Lieut.-Col. Hallen,. 
C.LE. The Pioneer, commenting on this appoint- 
ment, says :—‘‘ Fully acknowledging the great pro- 
fessional acquirements of Vet.-Major Adams, whose 
work on the ‘ Diseases, etc., of the Horse’ stamps 
him asa past master in the veterinary art, yet to 
place him in a position where his immense experience 
in Australians and the Australian RNomount trade 
would be practically thrown away, strikes us as a 
waste of good material. The Directorship of the 
Army Remount Department is open to veterinary 
officers, and no man in India is better fitted to sue- 
ceed Col. Deane than Vet.-Major Adams whose 18 
years’ experience in the Remount Department, com- 
bined with his exceptional ability as a judge of Aus- 
tralian horse stock, eminently fit him for the post. 
Vet.-Major Adams has visited Australia and per- 
sonally inquired into the capabilities of the Waler in 
his own land, his treatment on board ship, the profits 
and losses of importers, &c., &c. There is evidently 
a chance for the Government of India at last to put 
a square man into a square hole. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


PROSECUTIONS UNDER THE VS. ACT. 


At the Clerkenwell Police Court, on 25th April, 1894, 
before Mr. Marsha, W. Harris of Grays Inn Road, was 
summoned at the instance of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, for an infringement of the 17th 
section of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881. Mr. 
Thatcher the College Solicitor, prosecuted, and Mr. 
Cowdell defended. 

Mr. Thatcher siated that the defendant carried on 
business in the Grays Inn Road and had a forge there, 
and that he displayed the words :— 

W. HARRIS. 
VereERINARY Fora. Late C. H. M.R.C.V.S.L. 


which according to the ruling in the case of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons v. Robinson, which he 
cited, was an offence under the Veterinary Surgeons Act. 


He was about to call witnesses in support, when Mr. 


Cowdell objected on two grounds, both of which after 
argument, were over-ruled by the Magistrate. 

Evidence was then given in support of the opening 
statement. 
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Mr. Cowdell then said that the premises had formerly 
been occupied by a Mr. Arnold, Member of College, and 
that the defendant was his foreman; Mr. Arnold died 
some time ago, and the defendant had since carried on 
the business of the shoeing forge, and that a veterinary 
surgeon attended there occasionally, but defendant did 
not practise, and he said he should call the defendant 
as a witness, and also another person to prove that. 

Mr. Marsham : I do not think you can call the defend- 
ant as a witness. 

Mr. Thatcher : It is quite immaterial whether defend- 
ant practices or not, the penalty isthe same. What Mr. 
Cowdell himself has argued, shews the mischief of the 
thing ; these unqualified persons use the words “ Veteri- 
nary Forge,” they say a veterinary surgeon goes there, 
people do not know when he is there and when he is not, 
but from the mere fact of his being there now and then, 
and from the fact of the words“ Veterinary Forge” 
being displayed, they are led to believe that a qualified 
veterinary surgeon is always there. There is no doubt 
surreptitious veterinary practice is carried on to a large 
extent by unqualified persons, (though I do not say that 
the defendant has done it), and thus great harm is done, 
not only to the profession but to the great body of the 
public generaliy, who are imposed upon, and whose 
animals are frequently very badly treated. 

Mr. Cowdell : After the case that has been cited, my 
client will not further contest this. He received a notice 
from the College some time ago, and wrote in reply that 
he was going to put up a new board, but he has not had 
time to do it yet. 

Mr. Thatcher: Here is his letter dated the 27th 
January, three months ago; the old board is there at 
this moment, I saw it on my way here. 

Mr. Marsham: I think if the defendant had really 
meant to put up a new board, he has had plenty of time 
to do it, | shall fine him 40/- and 2/- costs. 


At City of London Guildhall Police Court before Mr. 
Alderman Ritchie, 20th April, 1894, John Knight was 
summoned at the instance of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons for an infringement of the 16th section of 
the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act 1881. 

Mr. Thatcher the College Solicitor, prosecuted, and 
after reading the 16th section of the Act, stated that the 
prosecution arose out of a case which was heard at that 
Court on the 13th February last in which Walter Bannell 
was charged with cruelty to a horse, by working it while 
in an unfit condition, and he stated that Mr. Savournin, 
M.R.C.V.S. gave evidence in support of the prosecution, 
and that the defendant who professed to be a veterinary 
surgeon, gave evidence on behalf of the defence ; he was 
asked by the clerk of the Court whether he was a Mem. 
ber of the Royal College of Veterinary Sargeons, and he 
said that he was. Sir James Whitehead, who tried the 
case, convicted Bannell, and calling the defendant before 
him, told him that he did not believe a word of his evi- 
dence, and thai it was a lamentable thing that men who 
carried on business as veterinary surgeons, should come 
there and give such evidence as he had done. The mat- 
ter was brought to the attention of the College, and it 
‘was immediately discovered that the defendant was an 
imposter, and not a veterinary surgeon at all. The Col- 
lege considered that it was a very bad case indeed ; the 
defendant had deliberately endeavoured to impose upon 
a Court of Justice, and to cast aslur upon an honourable 
profession, and he pressed the magistrate to inflict the 
maximum penalty of £20. 

Mr. Savournin, M.R.C.V.S., and Mr. Lawes both de- 

ed that they were in Court upon the occasion referred 
to, and that the defendant in answer to a question from 
the clerk of the court, distinctly stated that he was a 
Member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
The defendant denied that the witnesses were speaking 


the truth and said that all he had said was that he was a 
veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. Thatcher :—He is not a veterinary surgeon at all 
in any sense of the word ; he is not a Fellow or Member 
of the College ; he is not a holder of the Diploma of the 
Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland, and he 
is not a registered practitioner ; he is no more a veteri- 
nary surgeon than I am. 

The defendant said that he had been apprenticed to a 
veterinary surgeon in 1858, and had served four years 
there, and that he considered that he was a veterinary 
surgeon. 

Mr. Alderman Ritchie :—It is no use your talking like 
that, you are not a veterinary surgeon, and you are cer- 
tainly not a Member of the College, which two witnesses 
have distinctly sworn you said you were. I consider that 
it is altogether one of the worst cases of the sort. The 
prosecution was instituted for the purpose of protecting 
poor dumb animals who cannot help themselves, and you 
came here and gave evidence as a Member of the Colleze 
of Veterinary Surgeons in support of the cruelty which 
had been committed. I shall inflict upon you the 
maximum penalty of £20 and costs, and if you have not 
the money aud have not sufficient goods to satisfy a dis- 
tress, you shall go to prison for a month. 

The defendant said he had not, and was committed to 
prison accordingly. 


At West Ham, on April 30th, before Mr. Baggallay, 
Charles S. Eldred, of Ford Street, Canning Town, was 
summoned, at the instance of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, for using and taking an 
addition and description, stating that he was specially 
qualified tc practise a veterinary surgery, he not being 
on the register of veterinary eurgeons.—Mr. George 
Thatcher, who prosecuted, said the proceedings were 
taken under the 17th section of the Veterinaries Act of 
1881, which provided for a penalty not exceeding £20, 
The defendant on a signboard had the following notice : 
—“*C. 8. Eldred, R.S.S.” (which meant registered shoe- 
ing smith). ‘“ Sick horses attendedto. Horses carefully 
shod. Veterinary forge’’ The words veterinary forge 
had been held, in a case in the High Cout, to be an 
offence under section 17 of the Act.—Mr. H. F. Wed- 
lake, clerk in the effice of the solicitor to the Royal 
Collegg, briefly proved the fact that the board with the 
notice’ read by Mr. Thatcher was outside the defendant’s 
premises.—The defendant said he had never represented 
himself as a qualified “vet.,” but 1f anyone came to him 
with a sick horse he would attend toit. He handed up 
his business card, on which was “ C. 8. Eldred, known as 
Charlie, the Farrier,” and an intimation that sick horses 
would be attended to “on the shortest notice.’””—Mr. 
Baggallay observed that if the defendant had stuck to 
“ Charlie, the Farrier,” he would have been all right. It 
was clear he had held himself out as qualified to act as 
a veterinary surgeon, and for thst he was liable to a fine 
of £20, but only a penalty of 40s. and costs would be 
imposed. 


William Strickland, of Edward Street, Canning Town 
was sutamoned for a similar offence.—Mr. Thatcher said 
this was a case of the same nature as the last. The 
defendant’s sign was “‘ W. Strickland, veterinary forge. 
Horses carefully shod. Sick and lame horses attended 
to.’—The defendant said he had never laid himself out 
as a veterinary, and that the painter made an error in 
painting. “Sick and lame horses attended to.”—Mr. 
Baggallay: You are responsible for the licence.—A fine 
of £2 and costs was imposed. 
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THE LAW ON YEW POISONING. 


Judgment was delivered. in this case this morning. It 
was an appeal from a verdict and judgment for the 
plaintiff for £22 for the loss of a horse which had died in 
consequence of eating leaves of a yew growing on the 
defendant’s land. 

Mr. Horace Browne was for the appellant ; Mr. Willes 
Chitty for the penne, the respondent. 

Mr. Justice Charles's judgment was as follows :—This 
was an appeal from a verdict and judgment for the 
plaintiff given in the County Court at Andover for £22, 
being the value of a colt of the plaintiff’s which was 
alleged to have been poisoned by eating the defendant’s 
yew tree. The grounds of the appeal were, first, that 
there was no evidence to go to the jury that the colt 
had, in fact, eaten of the yew tree of the defendant sand, 
secondly, that if there was, the colt had eaten the yew 
leaves under circumstances which entailed no legal Jia- 
bility on the defendant. The facts of the case were as 
follows :—The plaintiff was a farmer and occupied a 
field separared from the premises of the defendant by a 
fence. On the side of the fence next the plaintiff’s field 
was a ditch belonging to the defendant. On the defen- 
dant’s land near the fence grew a yew tree, the branches 
of which projected over the ditch, but not beyond it. 
They did not overhang the plaintiff’s field. At the dis- 
tance of about 120 yards grew another yew tree in the 
garden of one Hunt, which overhung the plaintiff's field, 
and in the hedge of the plaintiff’s field about 50 yards 
from the defendant’s yew there was a small yew bush. 
On June 25 the colt and several other horses were in the 
plaintiff’s field. On the 26th the colt was found dead 
five yards from the defendant’s yew, and there was no 
doubt from the examination made of the body that it 
had died from eating yew leaves. All the three trees, 
the defendant’s, Hunt’s, and the plaintiff’s yew bush, 
presented appearances of having been recently eaten. A 
veterinary surgeon stated that it was a fact within his 
knowledge that horses have been known to walk a mile 
after eating yew before dying, and then to drop down 
dead Such a case, however, would be, he said, excep- 
tional. The animal most often drops down dead 
directly after the eating or within a short distance. Up- 
on this evidence the Judge was asked to direct a verdict 
for the defendant on the ground that there was no evi- 
dence pointing to the colt having eaten of the defen- 
dant’s yew. It was equally consistent, it was said, with 
the colt’s having eaten either of Hunt’s yew tree or the 
plaintiff's yew bush. The Judge, however, thought 
there wasa case for the jury, and they found that the 
colt had eaten of the defendant’s tree and not of the 
other trees. 1 have, after some hesitation, come to the 
conclusion that there was some evidence to support this 
finding, having regard in particular to the evidence of 
the veterinary surgeon. The defendant’s yew had been 
freshly caten, and the most common case is that death 
ensues directly. The colt was found only five yards 
from the tree, and the two other possible causes of mis- 
chief were respectively 120 and 50 yards off. This being 
the view I take of the evidence, it becomes necessary to 
consider the second point. The poisonons tree was 
admitted to be wholly on the defendant’s land, but, in- 
asmuch as it was so near to the boundary that an animal 
could easily reach the branches, it was contended that 
the principle of “ Fletcher v. Rylands” (L.R. 1, Ex., 
265 ; L.R. 3, H.L., 330) was applicable. But this argu- 


ment appears to me to rest on a misconception of what | 
that case really decided. The decision only refers to, 
the escape from a defendaut’s land of something which | 
he has brought there, and which is likely to do mischief | 
if it escapes. In delivering the judgment of the | 


Exchequer Chamber, Mr. Justice Blackburn laid down 


son who for his own purposes brings on his lands and 
collects and keeps there anything likely to lo mischief if 
it escapes, must keep it in at his peril, and if he does not 
do so is prima facie answerable for all the damage which 
is the natural consequence of its escape.” Various 
illustrations are then given in all of which the cause of 
offence was not “kept in” by the defendant. Thus, the 
person whose grass is eaten by the escaping cattle of his 
nsighbour, whose mine is flooded by water from his 
neighbour’s reservoir, whose cellar is invaded by filth 
from his neighbour’s privy, or whose habitation is made 
unhealthy by vapours from his factory, has in each case 
ligitimate ground for complaint. To use the language of 
the Court in “ Tenant v. Goldwin” (1 Salk., 360), “ He 
whose dirt it is must keep it in that it may not tres- 
pass,” and many other cases might be referred to illus- 
trative of the rule. In all of them, however, it will be 
found that the noxious thing, be it “ beasts, water, filth, 
or smells,” or what not has somehow escaped from the 
defendant’s land. Thus, in “Firth v. Bowling Iron 
Company” (3 C.P.D., 254), the defendant’s predeces- 
sors had fenced their land with wire rope, which the 
defendants allowed to remain. From long exposure the 
strands of the wires composing the rope became decaycd 
and pieces of it fell on the plaintiff’s adjoining pasture. 
One of his cows swallowed a piece and died in conse- 
quence. The defendants were held liable to compensate 
the plaintiff. So, again, where the defendants planted 
on their own land a yew tree which projected over the 
plaintiff’s land, and the plaintiff's horse ate of it and 
died, the defendants were held liable (“Crowhurst v. 
Amersham Burial Board,” 4 Ex. D.,5). On the other 
hand, in a case where the declaration merely charged 
that “the defendant was possessed of yew trees, the 
clippiugs of which he knew to be pvisonous,” it was held 
that such an allegation of facts did not support a duty 
to take care to prevent the clippings from being put 
upon his neighbour’s land, where horses and cattle might 
eat them (“ Wilson v. Newberry,” L.R. 7, Q.B., 31.) 
The rule of law evunciated in “ Fletcher v. Rylands,” [ 
think, therefore, has no application, and I proceed to 
consider whether upon any other ground the defendant’s 
liability can be made out. Can it be said that there is 
any duty on a man either not to grow a poisonous tree so 
near the boundary of his property as to be easily accessi- 
ble to the stock of his neighbour, or, if he does so, to 
take precautions to prevent any danger to the stock 
arising? Now here it must be remembered that no 
liability on the part of the defendant to fence against 
the cattle of his neighbour was proved, Had any such 
liability been shown to exist, and had the fence been 
defective, it might well have been found by the jury 
that the colt had obtained access to the defendant’s land 
through breach of his obligation to fence, and, the 
poisonous tree being immediately within the fence, that 
the eating of its leaves by the colt was the natural con- 
sequence of the defendant’s breach of duty. But, there 
being no liability on the part of the defendant to repair 
the fence, I do not see that he can be made responsible 
for the eating of these yew leaves by an animal which, 
in order to reach them, had come upon the land, The 
hurt which the animal received was due to his wrongful 
intrusion. He had no right to be there, and his owner, 
therefore, had no right to complain. The true test in 
such a case is pointed out by Chief Justice Gibbs in 
“Deane v. Clayton” (7 Taunt., at p. 533), and Was 
emphatically approved by the Court of Exchequer jn 
“ Jordin v. Cramp” (8 M. and W., 782), though on the 
facts proved in “Deane v. Clayton” the Court was 
equally divided as to what judgment should be entered. 


|“ We must ask,” he says, “in each case whether the man 


or animal which suffered had or had not a right to be 
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where he was when he received the hurt. If he had not, 
then, unless, indeed, the element of intention to injure, 
as in “ Bird vy. Holbrook ” (4 Bing. 628), or of nuisance, 
as in “ Barnes v. Ward” (9 C.B., 392), is present, no 
action is maintainable. It was, however, urged that 
there was here something in the nature of nuisance, and 
that the growing of this yew tree so near the boundary 
was actionable in case damage was caused by it on the 
same’ ground as that on which “ Townsend v. Wathen” 
(9 East., 277) was decided. ‘t was there held that if a 
man places traps baited with flesh on his own ground so 
near to the premises of another that dogs kept on his 
neighbour’s premises must probably be attracted by their 
instinct into the traps, and if in consequence his neigh- 
bour’s dogs are so attracted and are injured, an action 
lies. But no evidence whatever was offered in this case 
that the yew trees could be regarded as a trap in this 
sense to the plaintiff’s horses, and i. the absence of any 
such evidence it was, I think, the plaintiff’s business to 
keep his horses from going too near the trees, and not 
the defendant’s duty to take any precautions against 
their doing so. In the result, therefore, I think that 
this appeal must be allowed. : 
Mr. Justice Collins concurred. . 
= Judgment entered for the defendant, with costs.— The 
imes. 


DESTRUCTIVE EFFECTS OF PROJECTILES, 


At the Royal Institution, Professor Victor Horsley, 
F.R.S., recently gave a lecture on the destructive 
effects of small projectiles,in which he described the 
researches he had carried out with the aim of answerip 
the question, Why does a man die when shot in the hebd 
with a bullet? Beginning with the physical effects ‘of 
bullets, he refused to-believe that the mere “wind” ofa 
small projectile could ever kill a man or even have a 
destructive effect at all. He then discussed the influenge 
of the rapid spin given to a bullet by the rifling of tae 
barrel, and concluded that on a substance like the brain 
the destructive effects of such rotation were relatively 
small. Dealing next with the effects of the forward 
motion of the bullet through any given substance, he 
divided the factors determining the degree of destruction 
into two sets, those due to the bullet itself, and those 
due to the physical constitution of the substance traversed. 
‘Of the former, the chief are the projectile’s momentum, 
its sectioval area, and the heat which is sometimes sup- 

osed to be produced in it when it strikes another body. 
The momentum, of course, depends on the speed and 
weight of the bullet, and the greater the speed with the 
same weight the greater the momentum and the damage. 
Some people seem to think that a small bullet at a very 
high speed will pierce the tissues of the body without 
doing much general damage. This, however, is erron- 
eous. The bullet hurries forward with it particles of the 
substance through which it is passing, and thus practi- 
cally becomes a larger projectile. If a bullet be fired 
through a book it cuts out discs of increasing diameter 
as it traverses the pages. Hence, too, it is plain that the 
greater the sectional area the greater the damage. As to 
the heating of the bullet, it has certainly been much 
exaggerated, and its effects, if indeed it has any, may be 
safely neglected. The physical constitution of a body 
has a most important bearing upon the behaviour of a 
bullet entering it. Why does a bullet of certain size 
and travelling at a certain rate simply perforate some 
substances such as wood or iron, while in others, such as 
clay, brain, &c., it exercises a bursting and disruptive 
action? The answer is quite simple; the destructive 
effects vary directly as the viscosity of the body. This 
was established by some remarkable researches on the 
effects fof |bullets on soft tissues made by Huguier after 


he had observed the results of the wounds inflicted in the 
fighting in Paris in 1848. He suggested, from observa- 
tions made on certain dead organs, such as lung, that the 
reason of the great lateral disturbance was that the 
tissues contained water in large quantity, and that the 
energy of the moving prujectile bing imparted to the 

articles of water caused the dispersion of these in a 

ydrodynamic fashion. This saggestion was shown to 
be correct by Kocher in 1874-1876. If a shot be fired 
through two tin canisters of equal size, the one full of 
dry lint and the other of wet, it will simply perforate the 
former, but cause the latter to burst explosively. In the 
same way shots fired into dough have more or less dis- 
ruptive effect according to the perceutage of water in the 
dough, and in general the more fluid the substance the 
greater the destruction. It is noticeable also that the 
maximum of disturbance is almost directly after the 
entry of the projectile. Now, in life the brain is a more 
or less fluid body, though in a state of rigor mortis it is 
practically a solid, owing to coagulation of the blood aud 
protoplasm. Hence, a shot fired into the skull must 
have a disruptive effect and tend to burst it. If that 
does not happen, the brain substance must be driven 
against the internal surface of the skull, and the energy 
of the bullet communicated to the fluid in the ventri- 
cular cavities which tunnel the brain down to the 
medulla oblongata. This is, therefore, subjected to 
pressure from two sources—(J) The hydrodynamic dis- 
placement of the brain en masse ; (2) the direct crushing 
effect due to the movement of the cerebro-spinal fluid in 
the ventricles. 

Professor Horsley theu passed to the pathological side 
of the subject, and described the experiments, by means 
of which he verified the deductions made from physical 
considerations. A dog, which, of course, was under 
ether, was arranged with apparatus to record by tracings 
the heart-beats, the blood pressures in the trunk-arteries 
and the small capillary system, the movements of respira- 
tion, and the pressure within the skull. When a bullet 
entered the cranial cavity and set up the powerful hydro- 
dynamic pressure referred to, the result was complete 
arrest of the respiration and a slight fall in the central 
blood pressure, which caused a similar fall in the peri- 
pheral pressure. Synckronously with the arrest of 
respiration there occurred a remarkable rise in the blood 
pressurg, which continued till the normal tension was 
exceeded. This experiment shows that the first cause of 
death in such cases is not arrest of the heart and syncope, 
as the text-books affirm, seeing that the heart continues 
to beat. It is rather arrest of breathing, and if artificial 
respiration be quickly performed recovery from the 
otherwise fatal arrest may be obtained, as has been 
experimentally proved. The practical deduction from 
this fact is that with wounds in the head from rifles and 
revolvers the first thing tv be done is to employ artificial 
respiration rather than tu give stimulants. The physio- 
logical explanation of the phenomena observed is this. 
In the medulla oblongata is the chief centre for the 
movements of respiratiou, and also the centre and origin 
of the vagus nerve, which has the power of slowing the 
heart. There are thus two importdnt centres liable to 
be affected by such changes of pressure around them as 
are induced when a bullet traverses the cerebral hemi- 
spheres. Supposing that the arrest of breathing has 
been removed by artifical respiration, there is another 
condition to be overcome, else death must ensue. The 
blood-vessels which have been lacerated by the bullet 
pour out blood, which again raises the inter-cranial 
tension. This constitutes the second cause of death, 
for it again paralyzes the respiratory centre and slows 
the heart. To treat such hemorrhage, however, re | 
ordinary surgical measures ure necessary, but these wi 
be impossible if the activity of the respiratory centre has 
not previously been restored. 
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SMALL-BoRE BuLLet Wounps. herself, but some of the other horses might have come in 


The final touches have been put to the small-bore | Coutact with her when she was led out to water. 

bullet question by the lucid and philosophic lecture, The Chairman :—You did not thoroughly isolate her ? 
delivered at the Royal Institution, on the 6th inst., by Mr. Granger replied in the negative. She got worse 
subdject o e lect t om more ule ow 
destructive effect of scetuatilon, and the px iv | mouths afterwards there was another, a he said to Mr. 
has done for the soft tissues of the body what Veterin- Ellis, ae wey = eo gue more than influenza ; 
ary-Captain Smith has boue for the b d joints, | 8 it glanders ?” r. is replied, “ No, no fear of 
cho Horsley early iu his na. x eee that.” Sometime afterwards he had a fourth taken ill, 
to the popular fallacy which exists in the public mind and he again told Mr. Ellis he believed it was more than 
ting the humane nature of the injuries inflicted influenza. Mr. Ellis then said, “It is not; [ should not 
by small bullets, and his remarkable practical demou- — aenee it = home in re coger and es it 
strations with bullets no larger than th f a sal with my cob.” e next was taken about a week after- 
pistol created complete oe ol a. is pote - an wards, and he then told Mr. Ellis that he should have no 
settling of this question has been left to the Army | more of this, and that he believed it was something con- 
Veterinary Department and a civilian surgeon. It is tagious, but Mr. Ellis still devied it. He (Mr, Granger) 
the first time in this country that a human surgeon has then called in Mr. Bruce and Mr. Martin, veterinary 
ventured to faithfully describe the almost explosive | 8¥"ge0ns, and after a day or two Mr Martin said it was 

effects of small bullets travelling at a high rate of speed. | * ro Chai of pentane. ae ; 
Let us trust that the medical profession will not allow e Chairman :—Have you any other horses showing 
denth,-bas learn the I do not think so, sir. I would not 
e lesso i j i — 1 0 
so long hone say positively, because | believe it will go undiscovered 

the Council of the Royal United Service Institution | three or four months at least, if not longer. 

will approach Professor Horsley on the subject cf Mr. Wakelin (to the committee) :—Don’t you think 
delivering a lecture in their theatre on the destructive the local authority’s attention ought to be called to what 
eterinary-Captain Smith, who was the tirst to den > 
the accuracy wf the medical view that the new bullet o who are members of the Local Committee, will see to that. 
humane, and who has gradually received the support of Mr. Clear :—I think we ought to hear what Mr. Ellis 


has to say. 
the leading Continental authorities.—A. N. Gazette. Mr. Beal':—As s0on as the inspector suspected it wes 


a case of glanders it was his duty to report it to the 
GLANDERS OR INFLUENZA? Board of Agriculture. 
Mr. Wakelin :— The local committee should be asked 
On Friday morning a meeting of the Executive Com- | to invite Mr. Ellis to give his side of the question. 
mittee under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act was This was agreed to. : ; 
held at the Shire Hall, Chelmsford. Mr. Henry Marriage Mr. Clear :—It is a serious thing for the neighbour- 
presided. hood. It is a question whether the stables ought not to 
The licences for the sale of swine at the various mar- | be burnt down.—Essex County Chronicle. 
kets in the county were renewed. 
Mr. F. H. Bright, clerk to the Dengie Sub-Committee, 
wrote that an outbreak of ara y had occurred at RETURN OF CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 
Iltney and New Hall Farms, Mundon, in the occupa-| Under the Contagious Diseases of Animals Acts the 
tion of Mr. Isaac Granger. One auimal had been | number of swine slaughtered in Great Britain for swine 
slaughtered and buried. Fifteen other horses on the | fever during the fortnight ended April 21 was 3041, 
farm had been in contact with it, and one was suspected | against 599 in the corresponding fortnight of last year ; 
of being affected. Mr. Granger had used the horses, |the number that died of swine fever was 343, against 
some of them having travelled on the high road. A re- | 329. The counties in which deaths or slaughterings have 
port of Supt. Halsey was inclosed, in which it was stated | recently been most numerous are Somerset, Chester, 
that the disease appeared to have been in existence on | Middlesex, Wilts, Essex, and York (West Riding). For 
the farms nearly two years, during which time five | the first sixteen weeks of the present year 2401 pigs 
horses had died. Some had been buried on the farm, | have died of swine fever and 18,419 have been slaugh- 
and others had been conveyed to a knackerman’s at | tered. Of anthrax 15 fresh outbreaks were reported 
Purleigh. Mr. Granger had had them all attended by a | during the fortnight ; since the beginning of the year 
veterinary surgeon, who treated them for influenza. 210 new outbreaks had been recorded, involving 417 
(Laughter. animals, Of glanders there were 33 fresh outbreaks, 
After discussion, a resolution, applicable tothe whole | mostly;in Londc n, and seven animals were killed for rabies 
county, was passed, providing that no horse, ass, or The outbreak of pleuro- pneumonia which was dis- 
mule, affected or supposed to be affected, with glanders covered in the Isle of Thanet in the latter part of last 
or farcy, or which had been in contact with any other week is in every way regrettable, especially as we had 
animal so affected, should be allowed to be pastured in | got through a third of the year without the occurrence 
any field which adjoins the highway or any other farm. of a single case. The prompt measures taken by the 
It was also resolved that the committee could not grant veterinary authorities of the Board of Agriculture in 
Mr. Granger compensation for the horse which had been | slaughtering all the cattle on the farm are only in keep- 
slaughtered. a ‘ing with the decisive policy by which alone the cattle 
Mr., Granger attended the meeting, and said that of Britain can be preserved free from pleuro — 
about two years ago a mare, which he had bought in monia. The occurrence of the outbreak when we ha 


London. showed symptoms of influenza, and he called in| been lulled into a feeling of comparative security alte 
Mr. Eliis, of Maldon, and also veter- many months’ freedo:a from the disorder 
inary inspector to the Dengie Sub-Committee, who said to show the insidious nature of the disease and also the 
it-was only a little cold or a little influenza through | remarkable capacity it has for lingering where its presence 

is not suspected, 


coming from a hot stable. He kept the mare in a box by 
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The sudden death of Mr. Taylor. 


Concerning the death of this gentleman, which was 
briefly noticed in our pages last week, The Reporter 
{Ashton-under- Lyne) says :—* There never was a more 
significant example of the uncertainty of life than in the 
ease of Mr. J. B. Taylor, veterinary surgeon, whose wholly 
unexpected death on Sunday night last was a source of 
surprise and grief to everybody. There were few figures 
better known in Ashton and all the surrounding district 
thau that of Dr. Taylor. He was frequently to be seen 
going about in his conveyance on his professional duties, 
and a more cheerful, agreeable, and hearty man one could 
not expect to find anywhere. The idea of such a man 
soon dying seemed out of the question, and yet he was 
cut off before many were aware that he was ill at all. 
Many of our readers will remember that another Ashton 
veterinary surgeon, Mr. Enoch Lawton, died about 
twenty years ago under similarly sad and unexpected 
conditions. The business exposes those who follow it 
in a more than usual degree to the rigour of the weather.” 


Outbreaks of Pleuro-pneumonia and Glanders. 


An outbreak of pleuro pneumonia has occurred at 
Sheriff's Court Farm, Minster, Thanet, in the occupation 
of Mr. Thomas Willett, and the Chief Inspector of the 
Board of Agriculture has ordered the slaughter of between 
50 and 60 head of cattle on the farm. The disease has 
been traced to some cattle purchased in London in 
November last. 

An outbreak of glanders has been reported to the 
Executive Committee acting under the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act, upon farm premises at Sapley 
Hill, in the occupation of Ekins Ashley, Huntingdon. 
The premises have been declared infected. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


VETERINARY TITLEs. 


Dear Sir, 

The Field had a leader sometime ago on the discourtesy 
implied by the use of the slang term “ vet ”’ as applied to 
a member of a learned profession. Annexed is a para- 
graph from the same paper with which I cordially agree. 

I remain, dear sir, faithfully yours, 

GEoRGE WaARTNABY. 

“Prior to the year 1881, as most of our readers, will 
remember, anyone might dub himself a veterinary sur- 
geon ; but in the above-mentioned year the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act was added to the Statute Book, and then 
for the first time a proper status was given to the quali- 
fied veterinary surgeon. Ou the passing of the Act in 
1881, we took the opportunity of congratulating the 
veterinary body ou the step it had gained, and we 
ventured to express a hope that the odious abbreviation 
“vet”? might forthwith pass into the list of obsolete 
words. This hope has not been realised, for many of our 
correspondents continue to employ it, while in connection 
with Cloister’s mishap much has been said about the 
“-vet.’s”’ examination. The term is one which should 
never be made use of by one educated person to designate 
another, and is one which thé members of the veterinary 
profession would do well to resent.” 


. THE MINUTES OF COUNCIL. 

IR 

With your statements of what has been and what 
should be done in this matter I most cordially agree. 
Permit me to add that the growing length of the minutes 
and the increasing cost of setting-up, proofing and revis- 


ing—no part of which has ever been defrayed by the 
R.C.V.S.—caused me to refuse to continue a party to an 
arrangement which long since lost all trace of fair deal- 
ing. Take an example—The minutes of the quarterly 
avd special meetings held in January of this year, when . 
corrected and revised by College executive, made 24} 
pages of The Veterinarian. As soon as the proof was 
available, in March, 1 published 5 pages and a half only, 
but the cost of printing, etc., the whole 24} pages was 
charged to me. Determined to discontinue this practice 
I saw the Secretary. What followed our interview may 
be gathered from your special report of the Council’s 
proceedings. 

It is useless if not absurd to contend that the Council 
by its decision has placed no obstacle in the way of those 
who desire to publish its proceedings. The fact is—on 
learning the nature of the Council’s resolution I applied 
to the Secretary and was refused authority to obtain a 
transcript of the official shorthand writer’s notes. The 
good intentions of Council I do not understand ; but [ 
venture to estimate results. But for your private report 
the profezsion would know nothing of what transpired at 
the last meeting of Council. Your ‘ minutes’ satisfy me. 

Professor M Fadyean asks, “ Do you imagine that the 
General Medical Council goes to the expense of having 
its minutes set up in type in order that they may be 
pasted into the minute book.” Upon excellent authority 
I am able to state that not only does the G.M.C. print 
its own minutes but it is bound by law to do sv. 

Yours faithfully, 
Tue Conpvucror oF The Veterinarian. 


THE COUNCIL R.C.V.s., THE R.A.S.E., AND 
DISGRACEFUL COMPETITION. 
SIR 

In looking over the pages of your paper of April 28th 
I find the following: “ This annual gift deserves recog- 
nition and our indebtedness to the Roya] Agricultural 
Society should not be lost sight of.” “ The Council views 
advertising as disgraceful from a professional point of 
view.’ 

Each of these sentences might be used as a text fora 
long discourse. I do not write one but call your attention ~ 
to a few facts. The Royal Agricultural Society adver- 
tise in their journal (for a consideration of course) 
quacX nostrums capable of curing all the ills that veter- 
inary patients are ever likely to be attacked with ; and 
open their show yards for the sale of them, not only to 
the detriment of the veterinary practitioner but also 
their own members. 

Yes, and they themselves advertise that the full privi- 
leges of the Royal Veterinary College will be accorded to 
their members on payment of one guinea per annum, 
viz., examination of hurses fur soundness, surgical or 
medical treatment of horses, dogs, cattle, sheep, or 
swine ; and for an extra 10s. 6d. you can have a consulta- 
tion with a veterinary professor thrown in to the bar- 
gain. Even this is beaten by one of the advts. in the 
journal—* Gratuitous advice given in difficult cases by 
Mr. ——, M.R.C.V.S.”’ 

They deserve recognition, don’t they? and so 
does ‘the 10s. 6d. professor, whoever he is, and the 
M.R.C.V.S., and if the Council does not bestir them- 
selves and give them their deserts, they should make 
way for those who would. Notso much examination ; we 
must have bread and cheese.—Yours etc., 

Georce Moraan, F.R.C.V.S. 


Communications, Booxs, AND Papers RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
W. Dotchin, G. Morgan, H. Jarvis, R. J. Dawson, W. B. 
Neider, R. Ward (Baltimore), T. McGuiness, —— Coventry, 
Journal of Comp. Med. and Vety. Arch. (New York), Agric. 
Jrnl. (Cape), The Morning Advertiser. 


